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REMEMBRANCES

RICHARD MICHAEL ‘RICK’ DIERKES | ‘Ho lived for being a priest’ -

He followed Godss calling

By KATE BEEM

g;te'l)mhshadszxﬁous
as the third grade, he told his
friend Dave that he was
going 10 be a priest when he

God's calling."Exicas said.
His mother, Dottie Dierkes,
remembers that her children
xildmh?meﬁfr:qu*
ic school and play
"Mass.” They setupa TV
tray as an altar and used
theirmothefsreda'ystal
candy dish as a chalice. They
smashed up regular bread to
use as communion bread,
And Rick was always the
He was ordained a priest in
1981 and became Father Rick
to churchgoers in these
parishes: St. Therese in
Parkville, St. John Lalande in

Monsignor Rick Dierkes
alwm'h;::hpo’d-b‘e._i

Blue Springs, St. Peter in

Kansas City, S, Patrickin St.

Joseph and St. Joseph p:

in Easton, Mo, His la t::?-m
signment was rector at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph in St.
Joseph.

Intensely spiritual: Father
Rick spent his years in St.
Joseph reaching out to the
stfonma:e,svpporﬁngé.
food program for the needy
and working to establisha

cold weather shelter. He also _

started a ministry for Cathol-
ies incarcerated at the
nearby state prison.

But he also helped those _
closer to him. His niece and
goddaughter. Tish Birt, said
s o bt e
versary of her baptism,
gf?-Ril'cksenltlhe:-hamau'
ift or letter. His thoughtful-
ness refreshed her spirit and
faith, she said,
FathEerckbelie\redever}'-
one had good in them, and

COURTESY OF THE FAMILY

he was always looking for
God's hand in every turn of
E’e"g’:’v said longtime friend
of St. Therese in Parkville.

2| When he was 30, Father Rick

lenge, one that never went

 vera, a condi-

- tionin which his body made

“He lived for being a priest,”
To suggest community mem-
bers to profile, send e-mail to
tributes@kestar.com,



